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Locd man making works of art you can play pod with.

It took Keith Josey, a

perfectionist just five
yeasto become a
world-classmaker of
custom pod cues.

His are works of art-
with inlays of exotic
wood and stones, per-
fedly balanced and
palished to ahigh
gleam.

“He' sthe best,” said
Andy Samuels, a
Y oungstown, Ohio cue
colledor, who hesnine
of Josey’s.

“Keith makes the
best hitting cues|’ve
ever played with. I've
tried alot of cuesfrom
different makers, bu
his are the best ... per-
fedly balanced. Plus, |

like his workman-

ship... hedoesnice
work,” Samuels said.

The price $200for
the “Sne&y Pete” cue
to $3,100and up,said
Josey, whase “Josey
Custom Cues and Re-
pairs’ businessison
Savannah’'s uthside.

Jlosey does dl his
work in awell-
equipped shopin his
badkyard. Partially
made pool sticks hang
from the shop swalls.
The exotic woodand
stones used in the
pieces are neatly filed
away.

Josey has become so
goodat histrade that
he was feaured re-
cently in “The Ameri-

can Cueist,” a nationd

pod maga
zine. His pod
sticks are sell-
inginfive
courtries and
also being
used by two
touring pro-
fessionals.

In 1988 Josey
dropped off hiscue @ a
repair shopandwhen
he got it back, the fer-
rule aoundthetip of
the aue' spoint had a
cut onit.

Naturally, Josey the
perfectionist took it
bad.

“The guy told me,
‘Well, sometimes that
happens.’ | didn't like
the job a the excuse,

so | bought me akit

and started dang repair

work.”

That was the beginning.
In 1992 he started making
custom cues. Josey took a
two-week vacationin
Tampa, Fla,, to learn the
trade from Wayne Gunn
and Dale Perry, bah long-
time awe makers.

Today, Josey, 40,a Sa
vannah Eledric and Power
Co. employee, is consid-
ered one of the best upcom-
ing craftersin the world,

acording to Samuels and




the people who huy his cues.

“Oncel finish afine ae, | ke
fine-tuning it,” he said. “I'll keep
doing that, | guess urtil people
say I'm the best in the world.

“My businessis doing some-
thing perfed. That comes from
working with my father (Skip
Josey). He wouldn’t accept any-
thing but perfed work. I’'m a per-
fedionist, | guess”

While growing up, Josey
worked with his father building
custom houses.

To make a wistom cue, it takes
plenty of patience and talent, and
abou amonth - depending onthe
amourt of work that goes into it.

Josey begins by seasoning the
wood, dpping it in awood stabi-
lizer. Heturnsit on alathe six
times, after each dpping. That, he
said, kegps the aue from warping.

“Yougot to let the wood move
and lreathe ... so it won't warp,”
he said.

He aits the mother-of-pearl,
turquase and ather stonesin vari-
ous patterns and glues the inlays
into female pockets cut in the pod
stick. When everything isfin-
ished, the aues are abeautiful
work of art.

Every year, he turns out abou 50
cues, most specialy ordered. How-
ever, he does keep afew sticksina
casethat he @rriesto pool shows.

“1 went to Macon recently to a
show and sold threeone-of-a-
kinds,” he said.

Samuels’ $3,100showcase aleis
athing of beauty, Josey said. It's
also the most expensive aie Josey
has made, although he’s working on
amore expensive one now.

Samuels’ cue has56inlays -
things like ivory, mother-of-pearl
and turquase, along with exotic
woodk. It took abou three months
to buld, Josey said.

Shawn Putnam of Georgetown,
S.C., will soonget ashowcase we,
Josey said. Puthnam, a pod profes-
siond, is gonsored by Josey onthe
professonal tour.

“1 supdy him with cues,” Josey
said. “He travels acrossthe @urtry
shoating onthe pro circuit. I'm
making him a showpiece ae
now ... (He) wants something
flashy.”

Teruki Kobaynshi of Okaynma,
Japan, atour professonal, also
plays with a Josey cue.

Putnam, a pro player for five

yedas, rates Josey among “the na-

tion'stop 10cue-makers as far
as quality and workmanship ...
everything is perfed.” Putnam
likes the stiff nessin Josey
Cues.

Before using Josey cues,
Putnam played with Southwest
(brand) cues.

“It takesfive yeasto get a
Southwest cue, if you adered
it today,” Putnam said. “W hen
| got my Josey cue, | put the
Southwest away. Josey has the
better cue.”

Most of Josey’s custom
cues are sold ouside of Chat-
ham County. Playersin Italy,
Japan, Korea ad Germany are
among those who have bought
his cues.

“Those - the one-of-a-kind -
are the high ddlar cues,”
Josey said. “People who kuy
them can be asaured | won't
make another one that looks
the same.”

Josey plansto make aies
part time for afew more yeas
then retire and devote full time
to hisbusiness

Josey’ swife, Sherri, said
military traffic isabig boost
to the family’ s business



“They leare and go to ather
courtries, and returally they
play pod with cues Keith has
made,” she said. “That’s how
we get alot of foreign busi-
ness”

Although Sherri steers clea
of making cues, she’s adively
involved in the business She
handles all the paperwork and
helps design the aues.

“I"m the supervisor,” she
said, asmile playing aaossher
face. “He makes them and |
(help) design them. After hefin-
ishes, | put my stamp of ap-
proval onthem.”

Sherri I1s“an excdlent pod
player,” Josey said. “But we got
so busy making them (cues) that
she had to qut”

Soonshe will haveto dvide
her time between the business
and motherhood.Sherri, five
months pregnant, is expeding a
boy in mid-October. They have
been married 13yeasandthe
baby will betheir first.

“Then,” Josey said, “I'll have
me aboy to help in the shop”



